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NATIONAL NEWS  

Homeland Security Selects Texas A&M University and University Of Minnesota to Lead New 
Centers of Excellence on Agro-Security 
DHS Press Release, April 27, 2004 

DHS anticipates providing Texas A&M University, the University of Minnesota and their partners 
with a total of $33 million over the course of the next three years to address security in two key 
agricultural sectors -- foreign animal diseases and food security.   
Minnesota, Texas Universities Awarded Homeland Security Projects, Pork Magazine, Apr. 29 

 
Bush Declares Disaster in New Mexico 
United Press International, April 30, 2004 

President George Bush has declared a major disaster existed in New Mexico, making 
available federal aid to help storm recovery efforts. 

 
Homeland Security to Merge Offices Aiding States 
GovExec, April 28, 2004 

Department of Homeland Security Secretary Tom Ridge will soon announce a merger of offices 
that aid state and local governments in an effort to better administer billions of dollars in grants to 
first responders. 

 
Secretary Ridge Addresses Federation of State Medical Boards 
DHS Press Release, April 29, 2004 

Secretary Ridge discusses the important role the medical community plays in Homeland Security, 
and addresses the need to build and maintain an operational capacity in emergency 
preparedness. 

 
Sprint Wins Contract for Emergency Communications 
Washington Technology, April 29, 2004 

Sprint Communications Co. LP received a contract from the Homeland Security Department to 
continue a communications system program that improves telecommunications in the event of a 
disaster. 

 
Study: Planned increases for Coast Guard Not Enough 
WFSB.com, April 29, 2004 

According to an independent study released Monday, current plans to increase the Coast Guard's 
fleet of ships and helicopters are not enough to meet the service's expanding needs in the post-
Sept. 11 era. 

 
Bush Says Talk With Sept. 11 Panel `Wide -Ranging, Important' 
Bloomberg.com, April 30, 2004 

President George W. Bush answered every question asked during a three-hour private meeting 
today with a bipartisan commission investigating intelligence failures before the Sept. 11 attacks. 
Bush: 'I Answered Every Question', KUTV, Apr. 29 
Bush and Cheney Meet with 9-11 Panel, WTOL-TV, Apr. 29 

http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/display?content=3515
http://www.porkmag.com/news_editorial.asp?pgID=675&ed_id=2647
http://washingtontimes.com/upi-breaking/20040429-105448-1926r.htm
http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0404/042804c1.htm
http://online.fema.net/Secretary Ridge Addresses Federation of State Medical Boards
http://www.washingtontechnology.com/news/1_1/daily_news/23384-1.html
http://www.wfsb.com/Global/story.asp?S=1818110&nav=1VGmMcnJ
http://quote.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=10000103&sid=aL8TBHQGv_dk&refer=us
http://kutv.com/topstories/local_story_120135831.html
http://www.wtol.com/Global/story.asp?S=1826663
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CONGRESS 

Billions in Homeland Security Grants Remain Unspent 
Newhouse News Service, April 28, 2004 

More than 80 percent of federal grant money allocated for states and localities to buy equipment 
and train for terrorist attacks since Sept. 11, 2001 remains stuck in the pipeline, according to a 
congressional study released Tuesday. 

 
Firm Resolve But No Easy Resolution 
FCW.com, April 26, 2004 

During a House Judiciary Committee hearing, Lawmakers and others are pressuring federal officials to 
address long-standing homeland security problems. 

  
HEARINGS 
Ø Subcommittee On Emergency Preparedness And Response , Select Committee on Homeland 

Security, April 28, 2004 
 

STATE AND LOCAL ACTIVITIES 

Emergency Agencies Get Lifeline 
Great Falls Tribune, April 27, 2004 

Montana was awarded grant money last month to help local first responders "purchase 
equipment and training that will help ... save lives by preventing acts of terrorism and responding 
if one occurs.” 

 
Relationships Melded After Training Exercise  
Cushing Daily Citizen, April 29, 2004 

Over 600 individuals from across the nation participated in a training exercise that allowed FBI 
agents, local pipeline companies, and all first responders an opportunity to test their skill and 
knowledge in the event of a terrorist attack. 

 
Robots Readied To Take On Search-and-Rescue Duties 
Advanced Technology, April 27, 2004 

A five -year effort to turn multiple wireless robots into an emergency search-and-rescue team may 
be the new wave of the future.  

 
Hundreds Attend Hurricane Conference 
The Times-Picayune, April 27, 2004 

The three-day conference sponsored by the Texas Department of Public Safety's Division of 
Emergency Management drew more than 300 first responders and other officials of coastal and 
inland communities that are evacuation destinations. 

 
Fire Departments Receive FEMA Grants 
News 8 WMTW, April 29, 2004 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency has awarded more than $13,000 in fire prevention 
and safety grants to the fire departments in Canton and Pownal. 

 
Preparing for Emergencies 
Wahpeton Daily News, April 29, 2004 

Los Angeles Fire Department develops additional training in disaster survival and rescue skills for 
its Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) to improve the ability of citizens to survive 
until responders or other assistance could arrive. 

http://www.newhousenews.com/archive/mccutcheon0428042.html
http://www.fcw.com/fcw/articles/2004/0426/news-feds-04-26-04.asp
http://hsc.house.gov/schedule.cfm
http://www.greatfallstribune.com/news/stories/20040427/localnews/304908.html
http://www.cushingdaily.com/articles/2004/04/29/news/local_news/news01.txt
http://www.eet.com/at/news/showArticle.jhtml?articleID=19201885
http://www.nola.com/newsflash/louisiana/index.ssf?/newsflash/get_story.ssf?/cgi-free/getstory_ssf.cgi?n5367_BC_LA-TX--HurricaneConfe&&news&newsflash-louisiana--
http://www.wmtw.com/Global/story.asp?S=1825415
http://www.wahpetondailynews.com/articles/2004/04/28/news/news02.txt
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Water Security Congress Explores Means of Protecting Nation's Water Supply 
US Newswire, April 28, 2004 

Subject matter experts explore the newest means of protecting public water supplies from 
terrorism at the American Water Works Association's second Water Security Congress; Mike 
Lowder, Branch Chief of Operations for the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA was 
among the speakers. 
FBI, FEMA, Security Experts, Water Professionals to Tackle Water Security Challenges, 
Newswire, Apr. 22 

 
Emergency Program is Tops in Alabama 
The Cleburne News, April 28, 2004 

Local Emergency Management Agency has been tasked with educating residents on the 
Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program (CSEPP); Cleburne County is leading the 
way for CSEPP awareness. 

 
Homeland Security Funds Go To UCD 

The Davis Enterprise, April 28, 2004 
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security has awarded an $18 million grant to UC Davis and 
three partner institutions to establish a national center to enhance national security against animal 
disease and zoonotic disease threats. 

 
 

RELATED INFORMATION 
SPOTLIGHT WEBSITE 

Ø Ready.gov, Department of Homeland Security 

OPINION 
Ø Fighting Terrorism and Maintaining Civil Liberties: The Lesson from Madrid Foreign 

Policy Association, April 22, 2004 

 
The information contained in this newsletter was collected from Internet sources.  Opinions expressed do not necessarily represent 

the official position of the Department of Homeland Security or FEMA’s Preparedness Division. 

  

http://releases.usnewswire.com/GetRelease.asp?id=127-04272004
http://www.house.gov/http://releases.usnewswire.com/GetRelease.asp?id=120-04222004
http://www.cleburnenews.com/news/2004/cn-local-0428-0-4d28p0324.htm
http://www.davisenterprise.com/articles/2004/04/28/news/247new0.txt
http://www.ready.gov/
http://www.fpa.org/newsletter_info2489/newsletter_info.htm

